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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

July 21, 2014 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on July 

21, 2014 with the following present:  Robert Carter, Fannie Greene, Virginia Spruill, 

Joseph Barrett, and Chester Deloatch 

 

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Scott McKellar, and Michelle Nelson 

 

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items. Chairman Carter called 

upon Interim County Manager Kimberly Turner for input. Ms. Turner noted that she should be 

removed from Tab 8 and Jason Morris, Director of Public Works, should be added to the agenda 

to discuss a Bat Exclusion Contract for the Courthouse.  

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairman Carter called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when citizens 

could make comments.  

 

Commissioner Barrett delivered the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for July 7, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the 

Regular Session Minutes for July 7, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approval of Closed Session Minutes for July 7, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the Closed 

Session Minutes for July 7, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda for July 21, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the agenda for 

July 21, 2014 with amended changes.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Ambulance Medicaid Reimbursement and Prior Year Budget Amendment: 

 

Mrs. Dot Vick came before the Board to inform them of potential revenue that is available to 

Northampton County through Ambulance Medicaid Cost Reimbursement. 

 

Mrs. Vick mentioned that the County has been receiving this medical reimbursement since fiscal 

year 2000. The rules have changed as to what they would reimburse the County for over the 
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years. The County has collected for Gaston previously, and for Jackson for the whole term. From 

2004 until 2011, the County has also collected for Woodland. Part of the reimbursement is based 

on their miles run. With the change that took place in 2013, the amount went from $122,721 to 

332,721. The County was collecting for Jackson and for Eastside. Their mileage is included as 

well. They are holding $36,929 until they finish with the audit. The report from finance also 

includes part of the salaries for the dispatchers, and the interest on the 911 building. The County 

had an audit for 2010, and they denied some of that. Mrs. Vick appealed that decision, and has 

not heard back from them.  

 

With the changes in the way the County is being reimbursed, Mrs. Vick wanted to bring it before 

the Board so that they will see that there is a potential for additional revenue, if the County was 

billing for the other two squads. Mrs. Vick has estimated based on the number of miles that the 

revenue could be around $250,000 or $300,000 that is not being recouped on this latest form.  

 

Mrs. Vick noted that from this revenue, the County has not divided it with the squads because 

they have to pay the expenses. The County is paying the medical doctor, the dispatchers and 

other costs. 

 

Chairman Carter mentioned that Chuck Joyner, EMS Director has an ordinance that he is 

working on, and asked him if he had anything that he is developing in the ordinance that would 

detract from what Mrs. Vick has discussed. 

 

Mr. Joyner stated that he agrees with Mrs. Vick, and one of the provisions of the new ordinance 

is if you have a franchise to operate in this County, that you bill through the County to recoup the 

reimbursement at the end of the year. It needs to be reviewed by legal counsel, but he is fairly 

confident that it is within the realm of the law for them to do that. Mrs. Vick has checked with 

the County Commissioners Association and they verified that if they collected from the other 

squads, the County can receive the reimbursements. The County is receiving from two of them 

now. 

 

Mrs. Vick mentioned that the reimbursements run a year behind. This reimbursement is for 2013, 

and we usually get it before June 30
th

, but with the changes, they sent an email two weeks ago, 

and said they are mailing out the checks with the exception of 19 counties. They gave the 

amounts and what they were holding, and that is why she is bringing it before the Board, because 

it is such an increase. Hopefully we will get the other $36,000 too.   

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene asked if the Board would determine the percentage, if any, that will go 

to the rescue squad. Mrs. Vick replied that according to her contact, Mr. Whitehurst, that is the 

way other counties have done it (Wilson and Johnson County) but we need to take into 

consideration everything the County is paying for in the way of expenses.  

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene asked besides Conway, who else is not getting the reimbursements? 

Mrs. Vick replied Conway and Gaston. 

 

Chairman Carter called for Board questions. 

 

Commissioner Barrett commented that he certainly didn’t want to lose revenue, but wants to 

make sure that the Board has a dialogue with the squads before they make a decision. He feels 
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there is a reason that the squads left. He is not sure if that reason is still valid. Mr. Joyner felt that 

Gaston left due to a personal conflict that arose. He says Conway has never billed through the 

County and was given the option to bill through a third party service. They’ve only recently—

within the last three or four years—started billing for their service. He doesn’t foresee it being a 

big issue to get them to bill back through the County. He also mentioned that the State gives 

them the authority through the franchise ordinance to put forth certain terms or stipulations. 

 

Commissioner Barrett stated that he didn’t want it to be that way. He feels there is no need to 

push anything down the squads’ throats. He felt that eventually we would no longer have 

volunteers if we continue to do that. Mr. Joyner agreed. 

 

Mrs. Vick said that through the Gaston squad, it had changed over the years. The County started 

with one truck, an EMT and a Paramedic. The Paramedic did the billing. It got to the point where 

the County was growing, and the decision was made that they didn’t need to keep the Paramedic 

in the office. They needed to be on the truck. The Board made a decision to hire a billing clerk, 

and that’s when the County lost Gaston. 

 

Commissioner Barrett mentioned that he is not against the increase in revenue, but he wants to 

hear from the squads.  

 

Mrs. Vick also came before the Board to present Budget Amendments #81 and #1. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve Budget 

Amendment #81.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve Budget 

Amendment #1.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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Introduction of New Employee, World Breastfeeding Month Proclamation 2014, and 

Language Services Contract: 

 

Mr. John White, Acting Health Director, appeared before the Board to introduce new employee 

Lana Flythe, who is taking the Accounting Clerk position. Mr. White mentioned that it had been 

busy at the Health Department and it appeared that Ms. Flythe could not get away. He will make 

sure to bring her to another meeting to meet the Board. 

 

Mr. White also appeared before the Board to request approval for the adoption of the World 

Breastfeeding Month 2014 Proclamation. World Breastfeeding Month is a time to promote and 

support breastfeeding which enriches the bonding process between mother and child. It also 

prevents diseases and illnesses for mother and child such as childhood cancers and ovarian and 

breast cancers in women. 

 

Mr. White brought Dr. Cardra Burns, Halifax County Health Director and Tatanesha Majette 

from the Halifax County WIC office.  

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the proclamation be 

adopted. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. White also appeared before the Board to seek approval for the Northampton County Health 

Department to enter into an agreement with Language Services Associates. 

 

The State requires the Health Department to have translator services available. There was a 

previous agreement with Rosario Translation Services, but they have ceased operations in the 

State of North Carolina. Language Services Associates will offer translation services for the 

same rate as Rosario Translation Services did. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the contract 

between Language Services Associates and the Northampton County Health Department for 

interpreter services to be effective August 1, 2014. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED PROCLAMATION WHICH IS 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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Fire and EMS Contracts for County Funds: 

 

Ronnie Storey, Emergency Management Director, came before the Board to obtain approval for 

the contracts/applications for the Fire Departments and EMS Squads for designated funds for 

FY14-15. 

 

In 1980, a resolution was passed, that we would offer financial assistance that Fire Departments 

and EMS could apply for through a contract, and the County would monitor their progress. The 

applications were sent out and returned in time to have money appropriated in the budget.  

 

Mrs. Vick noted that there has been one incident with the Gaston squad for a misappropriation of 

funds. She is recommending that we get a financial statement from them to see what they are 

doing with the money. Ms. Turner made a note that we should be sure that we are regulating 

them by their performance. 

 

Chairman Carter felt that the Board should govern themselves according to the comments made 

by Mrs. Vick and Ms. Turner.  

 

Commissioner Spruill mentioned that she did not have a problem with the Fire Department’s 

performance, but she does have an issue with Jackson’s EMS squad. Based upon the 1980 

resolution, the County has to look at performance and a lot of other issues that would warrant the 

Board to continue funding.  

 

Mr. Storey mentioned that he and Mr. Joyner have addressed performance issues with the 

commanders and members of the Jackson rescue squad for the last three to five years. He has 

seen a decline in their performance, and it is worse than it was last year.  

 

Commissioner Spruill didn’t understand why the County continued to fund Jackson EMS. She 

also asked how many people are on the Jackson squad. Mr. Storey mentioned that their roster 

fluctuates. He said on their roster it names 12-15 people, but out of that, he can only think of four 

people that have answered the calls. He mentioned that the squad was paged out 954 times, and 

they only checked a truck in route 29 times.  

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene made a comment that last year, they made it clear that if their numbers 

didn’t improve, they wouldn’t get the funding. Mr. Storey stated that as the Board, they have the 

option to approve the funds the way they want to. 

 

Mr. Storey also mentioned that he has asked the Jackson squad what their intent is, and where 

they are going in the future. He says he can’t get a direct answer from them. They keep alluding 

to the fact that they are trying to get it going. He noted that if they will not answer calls, then he 

needs to look into pulling someone else into their area.  

 

Commissioner Spruill asked Ms. Turner what she would recommend the Board do. Ms. Turner 

said she would approve funding for all of the Fire Departments and EMS Squads with the 

exception of Jackson EMS. She mentioned that we are basing funding on performance, and 

Jackson EMS is not performing. Commissioner Spruill agreed and asked why we should support 

something that is not working. 

 



-697-2014 

 

Mr. Storey mentioned that they are running Fire and EMS together. He said that EMS is a little 

different than Fire because EMS is run under the authority of the County, so if one of the squads 

makes a mistake, the County is liable. He also mentioned that they are almost to the point of 

being in violation of the franchise ordinance. They have to be up to par to be able to operate. Mr. 

Joyner inspects the trucks and they are not always up to par. That still falls under performance; 

the squads have to keep their equipment ready in case they need to answer a call. 

 

Commissioner Spruill mentioned that she is inclined to take the recommendation from Ms. 

Turner. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve financial 

assistance to all Volunteer Fire Departments and Volunteer EMS Squads with the exception of 

Jackson EMS, and require financial statements from all EMS squads.  Question Called:  4 yes 

(Commissioners Spruill, Greene, Deloatch and Carter).  Motion carried. 
 

Commissioner Barrett noted that he would like to refrain from voting, since Commissioner 

Spruill has indicated that it may be an impropriety for him to be a Fire Chief and vote on this 

issue. Commissioner Spruill mentioned that was up to the Board to make that decision, she was 

just making a statement. There was a Board consensus to allow Commissioner Barrett to be 

recused from this decision. 

 

Ad Valorem Tax Appeals, Motor Vehicle Tax Refunds, Appeal of Turner’s Drive Inn, 

Report of 2002 Write-off Taxbills, and Motor Vehicle Board: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release or 

refund Ad Valorem taxes assessed in the amount of $579.04 on two appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the two appeals be 

released in the amount of $579.04. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release or refund Ad Valorem 

taxes assessed in the amount of $2,440.19 on forty-one appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the Board of 

Commissioners approve the request for release or refund of the Ad Valorem Tax appeals 

submitted herewith in the amounts and for the reasons stated on the listings. Question Called:  

All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also came before the Board to obtain action regarding a request for release to 

discovery tax bills assessed to unlisted business personal property equipment.  

 

This was brought before the Board in a previous meeting. The County Attorney at that time 

wanted to look up additional information. Mrs. Allen had attached a copy of the deed where the 

property that was in question was transferred to the new owners, but only for specific years. She 

is asking that the Board grant the release of the bills that they did the discoveries for, for the 

years of 2011, 2012, and 2013. 
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A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the Board grant 

the release of tax bills stated as an illegal tax. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also appeared before the Board to inform them that five hundred ninety-one 2002 Ad-

Valorem tax bills totaling $40,906.35 have been written off in accordance to G.S. 105-378(a). 

 

G.S. 105-378(a) provides that no County or Municipality may maintain an action or procedure to 

enforce any remedy provided by law for the collection of taxes or enforcement of tax liens unless 

the action or procedure is instituted within 10 years from the date the taxes became due.  

 

Chairman Carter called a recess from the Board of County Commissioners for the purpose of 

entering into a Motor Vehicle Board. 

 

Finally, Mrs. Allen appeared before the Board to obtain action concerning the interest assessed 

on tax bill 13VWTT7764. This is an appeal from Mr. Jack Saunders. He is asking the Board to 

grant a refund in the amount of $27.41 that incurred incorrectly on his motor vehicle tax bill. 

This was due to an error that was assigned to the wrong tax account. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Board go with 

Mrs. Allen’s recommendation of refunding $27.41. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Carter adjourned the Motor Vehicle Board to resume as a Board of County 

Commissioners. 

 

Chairman Carter called for a five minute break. 

 

Bat Exclusion Contract for Northampton County Courthouse: 

 

Jason Morris appeared before the Board to obtain approval for the authorization to enter into a 

contract with Martin Exterminating Company for bat eviction/exclusion at the Northampton 

County Courthouse. 

 

Commissioner Spruill asked when the old contract expired. Mr. Morris replied that the contract 

did not have an expiration date. It was a service contract to do the work to get the bats out for a 

fee. The contract stated that there was a lifetime warranty for workmanship. That contract was 

put into place December 17, 2008 and upon his investigation, there was some work that was 

performed and renovations done to the Courthouse after that date. He does not know the specific 

date when they did exclusions of bats that time, but they came back last year.  

 

Commissioner Spruill didn’t understand why the previous contract didn’t have an expiration 

date. County Attorney McKellar handed her a copy of the previous contract to review. 

 

Chairman Carter looked at the amount to cover the contract, and said it had not been budgeted 

for this fiscal year, but asked if we would have the funds to cover this work in the current 14-15 

budget. Mr. Morris replied that when they were planning for his upcoming budget year, they did 

not plan for this expenditure. This amount will be a one-time $5,500 fee, and then $150 each 
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year after that. This is work that needs to be done, however it could hinder other projects that the 

Public Works Department has. They have a large line item in their building and grounds budget 

to do repair and maintenance work to buildings, that this money could come out of.  

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene asked Mr. Morris to clarify the $150 fee. Mr. Morris noted that the 

$150 would be paid on a yearly basis, not when they first do the work. Next year around this 

time, on August 1
st 

they would pay the $150. Martin Exterminating would come back to inspect 

the building to make sure everything is good. The year after that, they would pay another $150. 

That would keep the warranty good on that building for any work that was done. 

 

Commissioner Spruill asked why Mr. Morris wanted to go with a different company to extract 

the bats. Mr. Morris contacted Cleggs, and their quote was more than the company that he has 

chosen this time around. He also noted that this company is local—based out of Roanoke Rapids. 

He feels that if there is an issue, they can be here in a day or two to address any issues. Cleggs is 

based out of Durham. 

 

Commissioner Barrett wanted to clarify that this contract is only for the Courthouse, not for any 

other buildings. Mr. Morris confirmed that it was.  

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene wanted to know what would happen with the warranty if the bats were 

to get into another building. She remembered that with the past contract, if the bats entered a new 

location, that would hinder the warranty. Mr. Morris replied that if they entered this building, for 

example, then an exclusion would have to be done on this building. He advised that bats are a 

protected species. During their mating season and when they have pups, we are barred from 

doing any exclusion process. There is a certain window in the Spring which is a short period, and 

a longer window in the Fall to do the exclusion process. 

 

Commissioner Spruill wanted to clarify again that this is just for the Courthouse and has nothing 

to do with any other building on the campus. Mr. Morris confirmed and mentioned that he has 

not seen any issues with any other building as far as bats are concerned. 

 

Commissioner Barrett asked if this money was going to come out of Contingency. Mr. Carter 

clarified that Mr. Morris stated that he has a line item for maintenance, replacing of carpet, etc. It 

is going to come out of the Public Works budget.  

 

Commissioner Barrett heard Mr. Morris say that it may affect maintenance and other needs to 

take this money out of that line item. Mr. Morris mentioned that was up to the Board if they 

wanted this money to come out of contingency. He also confirmed that it could affect these other 

projects if it will come out of Public Works building and grounds budget.  

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene asked if the $75 re-inspect fee could be an additional cost if we have 

to call the company back. Mr. Morris said yes. If he has someone come and replace some wood, 

or something else on the exterior of the building, then he would call Martin’s Exterminating 

Company back to do a re-inspection for a fee of $75 to insure that the work that was done, did 

not leave any holes or gaps where the bats could get back in. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene that the Board of 

Commissioners approve to enter into a contract agreement for the bat eviction/exclusion, clean 
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up, and repairs (turn-key) with Martin Exterminating Company for the amount of $5,500 and 

$150 warranty fee annually each year after to keep the warranty valid. Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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Chairman Carter called for Citizens Comments. 

 

None were heard. 

 

Chairman Carter called for Board Comments. 

 

Commissioner Greene asked about an update on the 95 exit beautification issue that she brought 

up at an earlier meeting. The former Stuckey’s where there was repair work going on without a 

shelter. Ms. Turner mentioned that she will have to talk with William Flynn about this. She 

hasn’t heard anything further after the correspondence that she sent to the Board concerning this 

issue. 

 

Chairman Carter wanted to remind the Board of the 10:00 am interviews for tomorrow. He asked 

that the Commissioners be there by 9:45 am. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to adjourn. Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board 

“r.m. 07-21-14” 


